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The August 9th meeting will focus on
styling tropical bonsai!! Ficus is the most
popular tropical bonsai, but there are
many other species of trees that can be
worked into tropical bonsai. Milt will lead
this meeting with focus on Bougainvillea
and Ficus bonsai. You are welcome to
bring any of your tropical bonsai to work
on. I'm sure, Milt will have some starter '
material for purchase as well. We hope to see everyone on Monday at 7Zpm.

It was inevitable that all the state budget cuts would come to affect our club.
Starting August 1st the Springfield Park District has begun assessing a fee for
any meeting, workshop or other organizational activity which requires the Gar-
dens to remain open and provide staffing on days and times other than their
regular open hours. In all such cases, the Gardens will be charging an event
reservation fee of $120.00 designed simply and exclusively to cover their addi-
tional costs on a break-even basis for up to a 3-hour time commitment. This
is a set fee for anything 3 hours or less.

For now, SBS plans to continue meeting at WPBG on our regular 2nd Monday
evening spot. At the start of this month’s meeting Gary plans to have a short
executive meeting to discuss this.

Gary would like to have your input on guest artists we would like to invite
for 2011. We had looked into getting Matt Ouwinga this year, but hopefully
we can get him for 2011 (thanks Chris Chapman for initiating this). Matt is a
young but very talented bonsai artist from Chicago area specializing in ma-
ples. For more information visit http://kaedebonsai.com/index.html

The Art Association of Jacksonville, http://www.strawnartgallery.org/

is having an art gallery opening on the last Saturday of August. They
would like to have SBS display some bonsai art to go along — similar to the
exhibit we did at the Hoogland. If you have some trees you would like to ex-
hibit, please contact Scott Day (sdayl@uis.edu)
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*12% The 33rd MID-AMERICA BONSAI
= EXHIBITION will be held on Au- I
— gust 20,21,22 at the Chicago
Botanic Gardens. The featured
artist is Michael Hagedorn. The other workshops
are also interesting, as always. I will distribute
the program of events for this expo via email or
you can visit http://www.midwestbonsai.org/
augustshow.html for more information.
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The June meeting was a workshop on Forest/ Raft Style plantings. Milt brought in some trays
and small ginkgo/elm saplings. Roland also brought some maple seedlings to share. This is one
of my favorite styles of bonsai, but due to some work travel, I could not attend the meeting. Gary
said we had a good turnout.

Gary had arranged a visit to Davidsan’s Japanese Maple nursery for the same day, just before the
meeting time. Visiting the nursery is by appointment only, so people took advantage of this oppor-
tunity. Some of the members (Jay Gaydosh, Jai Mann Ellis and others) had already been there and
found some great trees as bonsai stock. We thank them for the heads-up! If you would like more
information about this nursery, please visit their website listed below. David writes a prolific blog,
so all your questions should be answered! http://www.davidsansjapanesemaples.com

The July meeting was held on the 19th to accommodate a guest
artist workshop with Craig Coussins. Craig is a famous Bonsai artist
from the UK,. Scotland, to be exact. And yes, he will correct you!
Craig is touring the Midwest this summer. It was our pleasure to
host him after the Indy club.

Craig did a critique style workshop, where he offered suggestions
for improving existing bonsai/ styling bonsai stock. Craig has
worked on many forest style bonsai. We asked him how many
trees are considered essential in creating a forest. He indicated a
forest style bonsai does not necessarily heed many trees to evoke
a sense of forest. The technique of placing the trees in relation to their size and shape is what
makes a forest. It doesn’t hurt to have a huge tray with a hundred trees, either.

Within three hours and the help of 8 assistants, the group made a group. You can see my pre sketch on
the wall behind. http://www.bonsaiinformation.com/tests.html

Craig with the completed group of over 45 trees. http://www.bonsaiinformation.com/tests.html

Craig did a slideshow presentation covering his bonsai trips to China and Japan. He also had some
great landscape pictures of Scotland, so we got to see some awesome scenery with bens, glens
and /ochs!!
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Editor: I chose to borrow this article from Iowa Bonsai Society’s newsletter as I missed attending
this year’s MABA convention in Grand Rapids, MI. Alan and Helene Magruder are regular attendees
of this convention and I have met them on previous occasions. At the MABA in Milwaukee, Alan did
a workshop on what judges are looking for in a judged bonsai exhibit.

One of the techniques Helene describes below, "Blended trees’, has been used on Ficus trees where
people have bound together multiple saplings to create a thick trunk appearance. In fact, I was talk-
ing about trying this on Ficus to one of our meeting attendees in July! Pauline seems to have put a
new twist to this method (no pun intended!).

Alan and I attended the MABA convention in
Grand Rapids, MI the end of June. The conven-
tion was held in a wonderful old hotel which has
been restored. It also has a glass tower but for-
tunately we were in the gracious old section. The
headliner was Kathy Shaner who is a very popu-
lar teacher and also gets into her work.

The stars of the convention in my opinion were
the vendors. Most of them were put to work
teaching workshops, doing demonstrations and
donating items for the several raffles. They also
packed up and lugged a great array of merchan-
dise.

Kathy Shaner doing a demonstration with a Japanese
weeping willow

Andy Smith was there with his wonderful collected native trees from Deadwood,SD. I just happened
to come home with a couple of his goodies. Andy is also a talented bonsai artist and created a stun-
ning Ponderosa pine bonsai in a demo. He and Kathy did a side by side demonstration with a pair of
similar and somewhat ungainly Shimpaku junipers. It was very interesting as they approached the
trees quite differently but came out in the end with somewhat similar trees.

Sara Rayner was there with her gorgeous
pots. I managed to squeeze a few of them
in our vehicle too. Steve Pilacek was there
with his black pines. He did a terrific dem-
onstration with a black pine which was
loaded with information about them.

Pauline Muth came all the way from New
York with her wares of trees, pots, fertiliz-
ers etc. She did a demo on “blended trees”
which I was only able to watch a tiny bit
of. However, she did a workshop on them
and I was able to sit on the sidelines and
(Continued on page 4)
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watch. She had some material left over so I bought some of her seedlings and tried her method at
home. It is such fun. You take five or six seedling (she was using Amur maples) and bundle them up
together. Then you take floral tape and start wrapping them together. As you go you take one from
the bundle to make the first branch. Continuing up the tree you take a back branch, another side
branch and continue until you have one seedling as the apex. Now you wire the bundle up the
trunk, shape it and plant it in shohin soil. Eventually the separate seedlings will grow together and
you have a wonderful little shohin. Here are the results of my efforts. I made two of them and they
have been leafing out. I am holding my thumbs that all the seedlings survive. Pauline donated a
blended tree she made twenty years ago to MABA for the auction at the banquet. It brought $300
so obviously it was well thought of. Wouldn't blended trees be a fun project for a club meeting!

The show was very impressive. There were a lot of excellent trees. I signed up for two critiques,
one with Pauline Muth and one with Jack Douthit. Jack is a longtime bonsai enthusiast from Milwau-
kee, WI. He is an excellent bonsai artist and he did a couple of workshops at the convention. He is
also the author of one of my favorite bonsai books, “Bonsai, the Art of Living Sculpture”. I find cri-
tiques a great way to learn what makes a good bonsai.

The vendors were also the stars of
the banquet. They acted as auction-
eers and some even bought a dem-
onstration tree. Somehow Kathy
Shaner was set up to buy a private
workshop with Frank Mahalic, of
Wildwood Gardens, OH,

which she then donated to the two
adorable grandchildren of MABA

a1 president Paul Weishaar. Frank has
g a reputation for doing children’s
workshops and the next morning
two delighted little girls popped into
the MABA meeting to show

off their trees. All in all it was a de-
lightful weekend.

The artist brings something into the world that didn't exist before, and he does it without destroying
something else. -John Updike, writer (1932-2009)
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Announcements

Nan and I have baby girl! Priya was born on the 4th of July!! She was a little early, but the great staff at
St. John’s NICU took excellent care of her. She is home now and doing very well.

As expected, Bonsai time is getting very limited for me, so thank you for your patience with the irregular
newsletters.

Timely Tips "#$ %

This is a great time of year for bonsai. The big growth spurt has slowed down, deciduous trees are
in their full glory, junipers are lush, black pines are popping new buds where the candles were cut
and buds on mountain pines are maturing.

Keep your trees in shape with pinching or light pruning. Check any wire on trees to make sure it is
not cutting in. Watch for pests and diseases and spray accordingly. I just brought home a Rocky
Mountain juniper and about two weeks later discovered scale on it. It shows up as tiny white specks
on the foliage. It takes repeated sprayings on a regular basis to conquer it, it is amazingly persis-
tent. Fertilize regularly, I rotate fertilizers to cover all the bases, hopefully. If you are using fertilizer
cakes replace them every month. Be sure to rotate your trees so all sides get equal amounts of
sunlight and grow in all directions. I missed a little olive and it is very one-sided. All the leaves face
in one direction.

A subject that pops up every year is hot pots. Will the hot sun heat up the pots and, therefore, the
soil and kill the tree? Much has been written on the subject and many scientific experiments have
been done. To my knowledge there has been no definite conclusion. If there has been I don't know
about it. Black plastic nursery pots do make me a bit nervous, I try to avoid them as much as possi-
ble and if I have a tree in one I try to shade the pot a bit. Studies have shown that trees in pots
with a wide rim tend to heat up more and deep pots retain more heat than shallow ones. What to
do? Angie Allison puts old cotton teeshirts over the rims of her pots. This seems like a good idea as
they will shade the pot and also help retain a bit of moisture. I have heard of (even tried) using bur-
lap which can be easily pinned in place with U shaped pieces of bonsai wire. I have also heard of
putting tin foil on the rims to reflect the heat away. I don't think that would survive the winds we
have on our hilltop. The easiest method for me is to provide a bit of shade during the hottest part
of the day. Actually, I don't think I can blame the loss of any of my trees on excessively hot pots.

Disclaimer: This guide is being reprinted with permission from the Louisville Bonsai society. Times can vary as much as a month depending on the
weather trends in our area. Some species of trees do not follow the general category guidelines of deciduous, evergreen or tropicals. Know your
trees!

« Avoid heavy pruning later in month as it may create new growth that may not harden off before winter. Continue jin
and shari work.

e Continue pinching junipers, but deciduous trimming less necessary. Don't leaf prune. Clean last year's needles from
pine shoots.

e Wire conifers, especially junipers.

« Attentive watering necessary. Be sure to soak dry compacted soil.

e Reduce nitrogen feeding this month.
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Gary Trammell, President
c¢/0 Washington Park Botanical Garden
1740 W. Fayette

Springfield, IL, 62704
Phone: 217-753-6228
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August 20-22, Mid-America Bonsai Exhibit,
Chicago Botanic Garden, various Bonsai workshops,
demos, exhibit and vendors. Michael Hagedorn,
headliner.

September 4— 6, Japanese Festival, Missouri
Botanical Garden, Bonsai Exhibit, Guest artist Lind-
say Shiba

September 13, SBS Meeting, Bunjin bonsai

September 25, Brussel’s Bonsai, Open House,

20% off
|
Your 2010 Officers are:
President — Gary Trammell 217-741-4849 (M)
Vice President — David Kerwin
Treasurer — Tom Applebee
Secretary — Manish Sumant 217-652-9619 (M)

& newsletter editor

Annual membership is $20 (family $30).
Email msumantl@netscape.net to sign up or visit
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/BonsaiSBS/



